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Smart Device Policy - Student Use
This policy is designed to be inclusive of all smart devices, including mobile phones, smart watches, and tablets. 

Mobile phones can create a range of risks when brought to the College: 

	+ They are valuable items that can easily be lost, stolen or damaged in the College environment;

	+ Using devices inappropriately to bully, intimidate or harass people can have serious consequences including the 

requirement of police involvement; and 

	+ Smart device usage in colleges not only disrupts learning for the user but also for fellow students and sta�.

UNITY COLLEGE’S 
POLICY 
Unity College acknowledges 

parents may wish their child to 

carry a mobile phone for personal 

safety reasons however, the right 

of a student to have access to 

a mobile phone during school 

hours must be balanced with the 

responsibility to use it appropriately.

It is requested that direct contact 

with students during the school day 

does not occur. If anyone needs to 

urgently contact a student, they 

are to follow normal procedure and 

contact the school, via the SSO who 

will then contact and support the 

student as necessary.

It is our policy that: 

	+ Students must sign and return 

a Connected for Learning 

Student and Parent Participation 

Agreement before they are 

permitted to bring their smart 

devices to school; 

	+ Smart Devices are brought to 

school at the owner’s own risk. No 

liability will be accepted by Unity 

College in the event of loss, theft 

or damage of the phone; 

	+ Sta� should be alerted, and 

exceptions requested if a student 

has special circumstances 

requiring the use of their smart 

devices during school hours (e.g. 

health issues); 

	+ Smart devices must not be 

brought into exams or class 

assessments (even if they are 

turned o� or on silent mode); 

	+ Smart Devices must not be 

used inappropriately. Refer to 

our Bullying Prevention and 

Intervention, Cyber Safety and 

Information and Communication 

Technology Policies; 

	+ Phone cameras are not to be used 

within the school grounds and 

in particular, where it would be 

considered inappropriate such as 

in change facilities or toilets; 

	+ Students should never 

photograph or record any person 

without their express permission; 

	+ Students should never 

photograph or record themselves 

or any other person while wearing 

the Unity College uniform, unless 

with express permission.

	+ Parents are to be informed that 

in cases of emergency, the school 

remains an appropriate point 

of contact to reach their child 

quickly. 

YEAR LEVEL PRACTICES 
JUNIOR SCHOOL STUDENTS

Reception to Year 5 students are 

not encouraged to bring mobile 

phones or other smart devices to 

school. If any are brought to school, 

it must be handed in to their Class 

Teacher. 

YEAR 6-12 STUDENTS

Year 6 to 12 Students are not 

encouraged to bring Mobile phones 

to school. If a mobile phone is 

brought to school, it must be 

switched o�, it must be handed 

in to the Pastoral Care teacher  

during Home Group and collected 

at the end of the school day. 

Smart watches should have their 

messaging capabilities switched o� 

during the school day, otherwise 

they will also be expected to be 

handed in to Pastoral Care teachers 

during Home Group and can be 

collected at the end of the school 

day.

If any smart devices are required 

during the school day for 

educational purposes, this will be 

communicated and accessed by the 

relevant teacher. During this time 

smart devices should only be used 

for the educational requirements 

that have been specifically outlined 

by the teaching sta�.



CONSEQUENCES 
Reports of all incidents of misuse of mobile phones will be recorded and retained on the student’s file via Daymap; 

and 

	+ Initial O�ence: If found with a phone that has not been handed at the start of the day, or a device that has not had 

its smart capability turned o�, eg watches, this will result in an internal suspension. 

	+ Repeat O�ences: Will be considered as disruptive and defiant behaviour and may result in student external 

suspension, parent conference or expulsion. 

STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 
All sta� are responsible to: 

	+ Model appropriate mobile phone behaviour at all times; 

	+ Ensure all students are provided with ICT Agreements, that they understand them, and that they understand they 

will face disciplinary action in the event they misuse ICT equipment and devices; 

	+ Be vigilant in monitoring students when using mobile phones for educational purposes only; 

	+ Ensure mobile phones are not taken into exams or assessments; 

	+ Deal with all reported and observed incidents of inappropriate mobile phone use in accordance with this policy; 

	+ Remove mobile phones immediately from students when seeing them throughout the school day.

	+ Manage, follow up and report any information in relation to incorrect or inappropriate use of social media impacting 

the College, the students and/or the sta�.

	+ Ensure that any incident of inappropriate mobile phone use that they observe or is reported to them, is recorded 

appropriately. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
This policy is implemented through a combination of: 

	+ Sta� and student training and instruction via Assembly, Home Group and Year Level Meetings; 

	+ Student ICT Agreements; 

	+ E�ective student supervision; 

	+ E�ective incident notification procedures; 

	+ E�ective communication procedures; 

	+ E�ective management of incidents of inappropriate mobile phone usage when reported and/or observed; 

	+ E�ective record keeping procedures; and 

	+ Initiation of corrective actions where necessary.
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